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Reference:,E&rledays;ingscksf

I*11 Just tell it how it is,. My‘Mom“and Dad. werevborn and raised
1d all.rTbe SEEaT

in MaderSICOunty. ‘They were on csttle ranche

ranches were neighboring and soim' Mom.&nd'Dad were

My Dad casme from & family with eig ] s“older sister =
was married and ran a halfway house likefthey had where they were
hauling lumber out of the mountains And_they had this station where

'And my Dad worked

they fed the men and took carme of the “hor
for her because her husband was ki" a runaway team.j RS
e s Anyway, Mom and Dad were marriei; ”vthej lived there about &
lyear. In the meantimey, my Uncle, William Hipkins, was born and -
raised In Pine Grove and he came down inﬁthat country, mining,;,,
and he met my Dad's sister and she came back to Amador County =
with him. So after about & year, through that association, mny
Mother and Dad moved here. Uncle Bill was working forr the PG&E,
and my father went to work for the PG&E. I was a year old when we
came here, and we lived up on top of the Petty Beservoir, you
know the steep incline coming from Electra. we lived there until
I was about five years old. I:started school at Hilligan, and -
Mary Zucuni was.the teacher, It was her last year. ‘We used to
walk about three miles to school and back. There was always the
quail and the wild 1life to interest~us and,vof:course, I was an

only child, But the Eipkins family bad three girls, so I alvays

had a2 hard time getting home from school. I was always more interested

in going home with them than in going home ‘and being all alone,
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~ ' the time there vas a big turmoil st PG&E
I think it was one of the firstwlabor disputess Anywayy'my ;Q%f
‘Father and Uncle Bill left the PG&E and’ moved to Jackson, wvhich

But we lived there until I was ready -t School. That was at

rer weges4er something.

was a big thing. So I started sehoo' when'Ered Ball vas Principalo'
and Miss Zucuni'was teaching

I had Mary Jenks and Miss chaé

school then. I guess I was just a~ne e
was being alone and an only child and drifting eff where the
other kids were. I was always 1n treubleqbecause I never wanted to

be home,

I remember walking to schoolg I feél that schobls fnvlater years
with the cafeterias and the busses eoming in and hauling the kids
back and forthe--and I think, gee, we ﬁsed to walk to school and
walk home for lunch and didn®t think anything about it. We didn't
have to have a lot of rules and regulations to keep us out of trouble
either, - »*‘4; o U

I can remember the girls? basketball”team was & big tning; and we
wore those big black bloomers—-—I was tops in basketball because

I was head and shoulders over everyone else.'

esoCarlton Ball, Fred Ball's:son,“wh&t'is e ‘a sculptor? He used
to sit in school with a baf ofvseegfehd‘eerfe horses and.animals
and anything but books, We elways said he got throuéh school and
couldn't even spell his name, But he Vaslaftrue grtist, right from
the beginning. And it's kinda fun te’leok back and make comparisons
like between what Marj McKasky t&ught'and how she taught and the
modern day techniques., I think sometimee fhat'ie try to organize



and cohpose: & play. We*d have enr.part and fhen we“d;spend o
&ﬁ.&ﬁﬁﬂﬁﬁglfsﬁﬁ B wEr
another few weeks getting eur costumes m&de out;of crepe paper.

«eWhat do I go to next?

Grzduation from grammar school in thase_daySans a'big'thinge The

bp Ty

‘*J
girls had to make their own dresses and“sew them. Tbe graduation
AR

was at Prayenhoffi?) Hall. End high schoc

‘3«:7' § B g

Jackson Theater on the stage. Iiremember haviﬁ% ; lot of fun.
: ;iA i ‘} 33 ES ‘:3~ ‘ - :

(Jahn Pierovich breaks in.) B i , .

First football game I ever saw was eut ax Zyl&(?) Fiel&% Ernie>

is & ;z;

Tam, he was older than me, he organiéed m.football.ﬂeam, &nd nebody
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4 &duations were &t the

knew anything about it. But he wanted me to go play foetball.

I didn%t know what the Hell football was“ I‘ll.never forget that,
(Back to Thelma Pierovich.) o ' } |

- I can remember biology elass once:kThe teacher was telling us

}a story and we had twe or three of the boys who~were really

kids in chemisrty and biology and all. End something happened in
c¢lass, and I remember her saying its*a.lot more’fun being & big

iv_'(‘v 4‘

fish in a small pond...I’think of th&t every’once in a while all

- through life. Ireally just remember it a:Naxfgn time.f

Course the big recreation then was schoal dances and public dances.
Saturday night dances were the big thinée Especiallyfaf Iove Hall,

that was jJust & swinging time. And. my Mother was always very lenient
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I guess I was just a lucky, nninte

il Qnrﬂ »a»x«vws

It was*all self made. Whatever we deei

T

;and"ﬁhereathis ﬁsmang G&s Wbrks

I can remember going to schoel,

was—-well I lived over on Bright Aye. And the;Eipkins lived on

1{ »@w'«r*‘(

top*of the hill, and I'd come up the alley way and meet them.

And the big thing when ve got down by éossageyéﬁas do we go &round
the street or, well, it w&s &‘re;l-;h;&yuthing to go down and

go through Latangs Gas piace, and it seemed like—if anybody

dared anybody to do anything I‘was the one to do it. Course we

didn't know what all the secrecy was really about---but it was &

m.-fV\? "':y-“‘::;“ - ¥ e
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very daring thing to doe
T guesss I ' was kind of a tomboy, because we used to go up by the
golf links and climb trees. We'd buildvroiler coasters* too.
And we were always collection wheels, -

seel graduated in 1929... S e B :

(What were days like the Wth of July to you...and the Italian
Picnic?) |

Oh, the 4th was a big thing. You went down town by the National
and they had flags, and programs, and there were always races.
(John Pierovich butts in again.) o

She can't tell you anything about God damn history...she's just
a young punk.)I was an old man when I was courting her.

(Back to Thelms. ) | ) :

The Italian Picnic, well, we would go in the Hipkins car and
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we'd save our nickels:for’the'me :y nd and Juetzheve generalv

4

skip,~they were repairing wires or mething lﬁnd when one skip

went down another would come upx Well,v
miw?wh? ‘?"ei "‘*“‘"’”‘?‘r

the head by one. He wasn't hurt seriously we tﬁought, ‘but after that

*J"“‘
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operated on for a brain tumor. And iﬁﬂéﬁose days there wasn®t too
much that they could do. He was jusﬁwéé'years old when it

#"i«.

killed hime &nd in those days the mine wasn't at fault. ‘There was

no compensation then or anything. fﬁ.
(Do>you remember fireworks on the Ethé) - ; ]
No, I don't thinmk they had any until le.’cer. Tt was & greased pig

and speeches and the gunny sack races for kids and things like that.

Sparklers is all I remember. There wern“t any organized fireworkse.
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