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References The Miwok Indians

I talked to my son, and he has some information you can start

withe On how the people gathered and all that. My fatherts family
came from the coast, because they are Coast Miwok. When the
Missions were completed they turned the Indians out and chased
them out of the area. My father came from the San Jose grea.

And there was such cruelty---and you don't read about that in the
history books. In Sargentls history of Aﬁador County they refer

to Indian children as pickaninnys! I read it to the tribal council
one night, and we had more fun,taiking about that. Ten years sgo
they would have been up-tight, they would have been highly
indignant, and so ashamed. But now its a joke. They know that was
one persons opinion, and maybe they looked upon us as just savages.
The Indian people don't realize that themBe people were limited
narrow and fearful ofﬂsomethingo

I always say if you're a human being you have proplems, and peoples
problems are all the Same; It doesn't matter if your skin is white,
or brown, or red, or whatever, “

I do believe, however, that people are more open now. I notice that
the Indian people are changing their attitude., At least since we
have had the Amador Tribal Council. Its been four years now,

Before the people were shy and reserved, Now they seen to be able

to discuss things more openly.
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(Your heritage goes back a long way, after alle)
You know what happened to that heritage? I remember as a very
small child that the important thing waé not to be Indian.
And to lose the Indian waye. That was a shame, because we were
ashamed to say we were Indians. It was considered a dirty worde
(Can you tell me what the tribal system in this area was like
before the white man came?)
My motherts family have aiways lived in this ares. Back to my
great-greét grandfather., Beyond that, we don't know. They had a
summer area and a winte@ areg. They lived hiéher in the mountains
in the summer, and they moved down to this area in the winter,
This area, the Dutschke Ranch, was an encampment area, a winter area.
I don't know how many Indians were involved, but there must have
been many, many of them.
(Were they all Miwok?)

. Maidus
I think Miwoks stayed together, MXHHE stayed together---they are
from the Sgcramento areag. Some of these Indians are still in the
area, and some are still on the reservations. But there are not
that many in California now. It's unique, inasmuch as everybody
is kind of a free agent, in coméarison with the Sioux nation
and the Blackfeet and XMEWIHE Navajho, where you have hundreds
and hundreds of acres where these people live and call homee.
Here the reservations are so much smaller,
Now, as far as the tribal system is concerned, I would have to

consult my son, Dwight. He would be able to help you with that,.

He lives in Ioney maybe you can get together with him,

He lives next door to my mother and father.
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I know when they went hunting, they only killed the animals

that they needed for food at the time. What they needed for winter
was dried and stored. It was the same way when they gathered
things. They always made sure there were enough plants lefts

they didn't just take everything. It was a way of conserving.

And presefving for tomorrow. I beliwve thal we are coming to the
point where we are going to have to survive, and we're going

to have to do away with out material things. The Indians

had a few material things; their possessions that they could

move around with them. Thelr housing was also so limited that they
couldn't have muche. Again, I say, their prime concern was just
survivingo

(Di@ the Indians just back off when the white man moved in?)

They were not ggressive, 1f that's what you mean. The Plaiﬁs
Indians were the agressive ones.hThey were more advanced than the
coastal Indians. They were beginning to farm in the South-West
and the Mid-West, but the Indians out here had mot reached that
level. To progress means that you have to be agressive. And they
were very passive., It was easier to live out here, while the
plains Indians had to scramble for everything. The Plains Indians
had rough summers, and rough winters, and they had to fight the
elements,

I believe that our Indians were very fearful of the white people.

I know they feared the Spainards. The Spanish were extremely cruel.

(Where did the Indians go?%)
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And what did they do? Well, I know they traded. With other groups

of Indians that is. A lot of their costumes were trimmed with
shells. So they must have traded with the coast Indians. And the
coast Indians came for acorns or pine nuts., But they did trade

with other peoples for other thingse. Instead of all travelling
together, they must have had people that represented Them,

(D;d the white mag physically throw the Indians out of the area?)

I don't know. These are things I should have asked my grandparehts
but oﬁr ways say that I cant't delve infto the past of my elderse

This was Indian etiqueite, if you will. Your business is your
business, and what happened to you---unless you introduce the:
sﬁbject-~-is your business, If you do introduce something, then

| itl's & clew that it's OK to talk sbout ite I was 50 years olid
before:I could realiy question my grandmother! She was really of the
0ld school. Do you understand now why its dif%icult for Indian
people to be agressive, because the 0ld way was to be very reserveds.
And they were extremely truthful. And it is very difficult to

grow up and discover that what people say they don't necessarily
mean, S0 you See, these people were extremely resefved, and when
other people moved in the Indians just withdrew to more remote areas,
Some of the strong people could cope with this change and fit in with
The white man, but the others were pratically destroyed.

So, instead of saying, I have a right, they just moved on,.

I feel if there had been any kina of uprising, 1t would have been
logged in the history books,

(What do you think of the Miwok Grinding Rock Park in Pine Grove?)
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Well, they should explain what the place is all about. There should
be a history of what that roundhouse means; how the people gathered.
A11 thate. My grandmother lived in a roundhouse for a while when
she was a child. The Chief many times lived in the roundhouse, and
sometimes was burled in the roundhouss.
(In Sargent's history it was mentioned that the Indians were
buried by hénging them from the trees. Do you know anything about
this?) |
I don't know about the Miwok being buried in the trees. I think the
plains indians did it. I don't know.
On my mothers side, lets see; my grandmother died about It yvears ago.
She was 93, My grandfather passed away in 1955,
My fathers parents passed away when I was in my . teens. But my
mother's mother has always lived next door to me. You know, when
you‘re-brought up with that reserve, and that way of not asking
queétions, a lot of information and history is lost.
(Was it difficult for her to adjust?)
Well, my grandmother was raised in a wig-wam and &Zived to see the
jet age. A lot happened to her in 93 yearsl
(What is the difference between wig-wam ané teepee?)
Those are anglo wordsj not indian words. They are ﬁhe Samée.
(Did your grandmother tell you stories?)
Yes, as children we would be allowed td»stay with the adults if
- We were very quiet. And they were always telling fascinating things that
had happened to them. Indian people are wery *mental®, shall we say.

And some of these weird things happened to them,



They had some kind of ESP. They are very XEMHEKIEY psychice

You know, my grandmother told of an encampment near Oleta (Fiddletown)
and how the medicine men would train theilr thoughts on someone

in another area, and that other person would collapse and perhaps:
diee. My grandmother remembers all this; i1f you believe it's possible,
The indians were more into these mental things than the méterial.

I think people are much more limited now because of this.

(Did they worship indian gods?)

Well, the way I was brought uﬁywas to believe in a supreme being,

I think if you took the ten commandments and pfacticed them-~~that
would be the way of life of the indian. But they lived by very

rigid rules. But I'm mot speaking for all indians, only from my
fami;y’s viewpoint; They lived by very definate rules. 4As a result
you knéw what the other person is thinking. You know how he feels

and how he'll react. Because this person over here is living by the
Same rulesmand standards that you are living by.

If you said something and there was another indian here, I'd know
Just how that person would react, because he'd react the same way that
I wouldl ’

A1l thié, of course, developed over generations of being very xmgid
rigide. Their rules were not flexible. Now laws try to prove that they
can be flexible,

(What can you tell me of the practiwe of banishment?)

As a small child there were certalin people I could épeak to and others
that I couldn't talk to. Now, I wasn't given a reason why, but

grandmother dldn‘t have to.
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(Living in this group society, did the kids have certain chores?)
Idon't really know. I feel that as a group they worked together
in ofder to survive, but when they went to their own quarters, that
was their province, their e=mcape. Your private life is YOoUur oOwhe
And no one has the right to infringe on your freedoms it's the
only real freedom you have, that is the freedom within yéurself.
REX Close your eyes and you are free of everything. Open them and
you'lre part of everything else,
Peoble don't understand this, What you do in your ares is your own
business., You-can watch someone beating his wife, but it still is
none of your business, This is what most people don't understand.
There were certain rules, and if you didn't follow fhem you were
banishede And to be banished would be»worée than death. To know that
peop}e would say nothing and turn their heads for the rest of your
" life. And the person who was banished respected this law!
(Does the govermnment make many demands when you want funding for
Indian projects?)
Yes. And you do‘have to prove your degree of Indian blood. % is usually
the cutoff point. You should carry your papers with you to ﬁrove that you
are of indian bkood,
(How many Indians are in Amador County?)
Not many. About 150 or 160. Other counfies around here have thousands
of Indians, and that's where you have problems and prejudice,
Where you have numbefs, you have proplems, and it's a shame,
(What about Digger Indians. Was that a slang termé)
They called the people of this area the Digger Indians, but they were

Miwoks. In the 20's in this area the people burned the Digger name if

effigy.
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The gctual Digger Indians were in the Klamath area. But to the

white man and others an Indian is an Indian is an Indian etc.

They!ll say like, say something in Indian to mel So, you laugh to
youréelf, and tell them you don't speak the lanéuage. If they thought.

yvou were that stupid, they didn't bother to explain,
The Miwok came from as far south as Fresno. They were even in

Yosemite and that ares,



